WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A locking device for use with an elongated tube, the elongated tube having 
a shaft with a lumen extending therethrough and an access port for accessing the lumen, 
the lumen adapted for receiving an elongated member with an outside portion of the 
elongated member extending outside of the lumen via the access port and an inside 
portion of the elongated member extending inside the lumen, the locking device 
comprising: 

a substantially rigid body member having a wall; 

attachment means for operatively attaching the body member to the elongated 
tube; and 

securing means for selectively securing at least part of the outside portion of the 
elongated member to the body member, wherein the securing means includes an opening 
in the wall of the body member for selectively receiving the elongated member. 

2. The locking device of claim 1 wherein the elongated member is a guide 

wire. 

3. The locking device of claim 2 wherein the opening is J-shaped with a 
locking slot. 

4. The locking device of claim 3, wherein the locking slot has a reduced 
dimension relative to the outside portion of the guide wire so that the guide wire can be 
selectively frictionally fit in the locking slot. 
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5. The locking device of claim 1 wherein the elongated member is a catheter. 

6. The locking device of claim 5 wherein the opening is boot shaped having 
a locking slot. 

7. The locking device of claim 6, wherein the locking slot has a reduced 
dimension relative to the outside portion of the catheter so that the catheter can be 
selectively frictionally fit in the locking slot. 

8. The locking device of claim 5 wherein the catheter is a single-operator- 
exchange type catheter. 

9. The locking device of claim 1 wherein the elongated tube is an endoscope. 

10. The locking device of claim 1 wherein the elongated tube is a guide 
catheter. 

11. The locking device of claim 1, wherein the body member is funnel shaped 
including a hom and a neck with a lumen extendmg therethrough, the horn having a side 
wall with an elongated member receiving opening provided therein, the neck being 
operatively attached to the elongated tube proximate the access port so that at least part of 
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the outside portion of the elongated member extends through the lumen of the body 
member. 

12. The locking device of claim 11, wherein the body member further 
comprises sealing means for providing a seal between the body member and the 
elongated member. 

13. The locking device of claim 12, wherein the sealing means provides a seal 
between the side wall of the hom and the elongated member. 

14. The locking device of claim 1, wherein the shaft has a proximal end and 
distal end, the access port accessing the lumen of the shaft through a side wall of the shaft 
at a location distal of the proximal end of the shaft, an access port opening being axially 
spaced from the shaft and in fluid communication with the lumen of the shaft via a 
connection tube, wherein the connection tube extends away from the shaft at an angle. 

15. The locking device of claim 14 wherein the attachment means comprises 
at least one hook member that extends at least half-way around the circumference of the 
shaft. 

16. The locking device of claim 15 wherein the body member extends from 
the at least one hook member to a position proximate the access port opening, and the 
securing means is positioned proximate the access port opening. 
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17. The locking device of claim 1 further comprising another securing means 
includes another opening in the body member for selectively receiving another elongated 
member. 

18. A method comprising the steps of: 

providing an elongated tube with a lumen extending therethrough and an access 
port for accessing the lumen; 

inserting an elongated member at least partially into the lumen via the access port 
such that the elongated member has an outside portion that extends outside of the lumen 
and an inside portion that extends inside the lumen; 

providing a locking device that is operatively attached to the elongated tube, the 
locking device having a wall with an opening therein wherein the opening is positioned 
proximate the access port, the opening having a locking slot that has a reduced dimension 
relative to the outside portion of the elongated member; and 

selectively securing the elongated member to the locking device by positioning at 
least part of the outside portion of the elongated member in the locking slot of the 
opening. 

19. A method according to claim 18 wherein the elongated member is a guide 

wire. 

20. A method according to claim 18 wherein the elongated member is a 
catheter. 
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